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Klamath County Community Development (CDD) is a hub of

DEPARTMENT

activity. Whether you're talking to the folks at our Planning

WHAT'S AHEAD FOR THE

Division counter about where to place your new home or chatting

NEXT QUARTER

with a plans examiner at our Building Division regarding exciting

HOW YOU CAN FIND THE
INFO YOU NEED, FASTER

plans for a development project, CDD is the place to be.
CDD is also where you go to learn about Onsite needs,
information about Solid Waste and landfills, and how to do your
part to Clean Up Klamath with our Code Enforcement team.
During the busy summer months, we fielded your questions about
the County parks and hopefully helped enhance your enjoyment
of these green gems scattered throughout our beautiful region.
This year has seen some exciting changes in terms of policies,
processes, and staffing at our little corner of the County. We
hope you'll enjoy reading about each department's newsworthy
notes in these pages.

In the Zone: What's
New in the
Planning Division
The Planning Division is the first line in
building...anything. Looking to buy a piece
of land? Planning is where you start.
Already have land but you want to build
a house? Planning can tell you everything
you'll need to know to get started, from
easements to setbacks to site plans to
Land Use Compatibility Statements.; the
list goes on and on.
This year, the Planning Division has had
some staffing changes. Erik Nobel was
brought into the Planning fold as a
Planner III. In September, Mark Gallagher
will be retiring from his role as Director of
Planning. Congratulations to Mark on his
new endeavors!
Check out our feature at the end of the
newsletter to learn more about Mark's
time with CDD as well as what the future
holds for Mark and family.

Interested in viewing

Need help at the Planning Counter? Libby, Mark (for a while!), or Erik
will be there to help!

The Planning Division has issued 535 Land
Use Compatibility Statements (LUCS) this
year. That means 535 pieces of land have
met our comprehensive plan and zoning
requirements and land use regulations.
These parcels are now ready to move to the
next step in the development process.
As we may have mentioned, all CDD
divisions have had some website updates.
Check out the Planning Division page at
klamathcounty.org/225/Planning-Division.

Planning Commission

Stay tuned for more updates to the website

meetings? Visit our website

newsletters. We don't want to give too

to see what goes on behind

have exciting new land development news

the scenes!

and more exciting news in upcoming
much away, but we plan (pun intended!) to
to share soon.

Can You Dig It? An
Onsite Story
Many of us have no clue what comes next
in the process of building or placing a
home or structure on a piece of land.
Once you've visited with the friendly folks
at the Planning Counter, you'll need to
visit the Onsite/Septic Division.
They exist to preserve the health and
safety of our community. Serious diseases
and infections are prevented by the hard
work and dedication of our Onsite
Division.
If you're here early, you might catch a glimpse of WWS/REHS Sarah
Hill on her way out to perform inspections. Most of the time, you're likely
going to be helped with efficiency and friendliness by Jenny Mackrell,
Onsite Permit Tech.

The Onsite Division has initiated, issued,
evaluated, reviewed, and closed over 900
Onsite records, varying from site
evaluations, test hole inspections,
standard septic installation inspections,
renewals, and violation investigations. All
of that in just one year!

One new thing going down in the Onsite
Division includes updated info on our
website. Check out the Onsite page at
www.klamathcounty.org/238/Septic-On-

Check out these numbers! The
On-Site Division is working
hard to keep us all safe.

Site to search for existing records,
download forms, or get answers to your
questions.

If You Build It...You
Must Come to the
Building Division
We don't mean to hoist our own flag, but
there are some amazing things going on
in the Building Division. Our website
updates are on point; check out this map
of ongiong permits issued for the year. We
love seeing all the new building activity!

From Left to Right: April Cobb, Robbyn Thompson, Rochelle
Putnam, and CDD Manager Stephanie Brown. The first line in
permit excellence!

Some other new changes include a change in
staff. April Cobb obtained her Permit Tech
designation while Rochell Putnam, Jenny
Mackrell, and Libby Gallagher obtained Senior
Permit Tech levels in July. Chrystal Vaughan
became the Management Assistant, updating
web content and managing data as well as
other projects.
This fun little map can be found on our website if you want to see
what's new in residential bilding activities. Just visit
www.klamathcounty.org/546/Reports

Are you into numbers? We've got you covered. Here
are the total numbers for Building Permits issued
over the past year. That's a lot of growth! This is great
news for Klamath County.

Gerard Marin joined the team as a combo
Building Inspector III and Residential Plans
Examiner. James Schol is one of our new parttime Electrical Inspectors, and Donnie Danials
joined the team as a combo Residential
Plumbing/Structural/A-Level inspector.
Rob Sayler has been working hard too, earning
a Building Inspector 3 designation and Wayne
Richey earned Building Inspector 2 status. Earl
P. joined the Building Division as the Building
Code Enforcement Officer, a transition from the
Nuisance Control side.

Clean Up Klamath!
There have been some big changes all over
CDD but particularly in Code Enforcement.
This year, they've welcomed a new Code
Enforcement Manager, Rick Vaughn, new
Code Enforcement Officer, Jason Adams, and
a new Code Enforcement Tech, Jeri Kelley.
Together with Gale McMahon and the Code
Team, they're working hard to field and
investigate nuisance complaints all over the
over 6,000 square miles of our beautiful
county.
Meet Jeri Kelley, the new Office Tech at Code Enforcement!

There have been some pretty major updates
to the Code Enforcement website as well.
Check it out at
www.klamathcounty.org/193/CodeEnforcement.
You'll find statistics regarding case status
and an interactive map of year to date
nuisance cases. We have documents to
download and frequently asked questions,
too. You can also research the Code and
submit a complaint, all online.

As you can see from the numbers above,
our Code Enforcement team is working hard
to clean up our communities.
One of the exciting new updates we're
looking forward to in the next month or
two includes the addition of a Code
Enforcement App for our Officers to use in
the field, allowing them to capture
nuisance violations even more efficiently.
Thanks to our Code Enforcement team for
the great work!

Click the picture below to learn more about
how you can help Clean up Klamath!

Park It!
As you we may have mentioned...there
were massive overhauls to the Community
Development Website this year. The Parks
Division may have some of the most
comprehensive website updates in our
department! We've revamped the links on
the sidebar of the Parks page to make it
even more interactive.
Looking to find out which parks have
campsites? Wondering where to launch a
boat? There's a link for that. Check it out at
www.klamathcounty.org/195/Parks.
We've also included some frequently asked
questions and plenty of maps to help you
find your way. We want you to be able to
enjoy the beauty of Klamath County Parks.
Click the picture below to view our
interactive Park It! story. Then head on out
to a County Park already!

Wocus plants on the Wood River, taken from the water at Petric Park.

Not Sure Which
Ones Are County
Parks?
Click each one for more info

Crystal Springs Park
Eagle Ridge Park
Fort Klamath Museum Park
Hagelstein Park
Henzel Park
Petric Park
Stevenson Park

Wocus Bay Boat Launch

Trash Talk
One of the upcoming updates to the website,
our Solid Waste Division page has exciting
content to add that will help the citizens of
Klamath County in the next few months, from
interactive maps to informative brochures
and more.
This bar graph represents one month of material tonnage taken in at
each landfill location. Thanks to our hard working Solid Waste
Division crew!
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Check out this sneak peek of some upcoming
changes to the Solid Waste Division's website
page. Some of these locations are quite
remote! We'll make them easier to find and
access, as well as providing info on what's
accepted at each site and the associated
costs.
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Errane Baker answers your questions about landfill fees and parks
information. Her happy voice will make your day brighter!

Ask Libby
Dear Libby,

Contractor's
Corner

I have a piece of land out in Sprague River, and I
want to live on it off the grid.
I am guessing there are several permits or things I
will need first to follow County rules.
How can I begin the process of living a
sustainable lifestyle?
Sincerely,
Off the Grid in Sprague River

Dear Off the Grid,
This is a common question here at the Planning
Division. As your property is not within City limits
(which is important to know prior to beginning),
you'll need to come down to the Planning
Division.
Then we can determine the zoning for your
property, what the Land Use Code states for that
particular zone, and discuss site plans.
It's important to know if there's an easement, for
example, how you'll get on and off your
property (believe me, you will have to at some
point).
Here's a link for sample residential site plan
drawings (click here).
Also, you might want to review this information
regarding buildable lots.
Thanks for asking! Stay tuned to the next
quarterly newsletter for more CDD answers to
your CDD questions.

As we mentioned, Mark Gallagher is retiring from his
role as the Planning Director, a job he's had for the
last ten years. We found Mark hard at work in his
office and asked a few questions for inquiring minds.
Mark says his biggest take away from this role is
that people are great to work with; he's enjoyed
getting to know the staff here at CDD. He also says
he's been happy to help the people of Klamath
County navigate the complex planning laws.
What does the future hold for Mark? Lots of walks
and playtime with the Gallaghers' new Corgi puppy,
Bailey. He's got a to-do list of household chores
about a mile long, and a few fun trips planned,
including a trip to Palm Springs at the end of
September.
CDD wishes Mark all the best!

That's All, Folks!
Thank you for reading our very first
CDD Quarterly!
We sincerely hope you enjoyed
learning about what we've been up
to and our goals for the upcoming
year.
Stay tuned for our next newsletter,
coming to you in December. We
hope to have some exciting new
development projects we'll be able
to share with you.
Until then...We'll see you at the
counter!

Please visit our website at
www.klamathcounty.org/173Community-Development for
more information on our various
divisions, to download
documents, or obtain answers to
frequently asked questions. You
can also give us a call at (541)
883-5121. We're here to serve
you!

