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850
Planning Department

acres of agricultural

land in the proposed

SSSD recycled water
irrigation project

The new Planning Director, Erik Nobel, found himself
jumping in feet first to somewhat difficult property issues.
South Suburban Sanitary District, and the City of
Chiloquin, have both submitted applications for
properties with the intended use as irrigated lands with
Class "D" recycled water. The impact on neighboring
properties for the SSSD project has some in the
community concerned. The Planning Department, a
neutral Switzerland in terms of property use (provided
zoning is correct), is hosting a public hearing where
members of the community can voice their

concerns over the proposed location and use of the
850 acres of land involved for the SSSD project (a
hearing will be forthcoming for the Chiloquin project).
The hearing will be held on April 1st, at 6:00 pm, at
the Klamath County Fairgrounds (in Linman Hall). All
are welcome to attend and provide a clear, concise
statement on their opposition or favor to the
proposed use of the land. If you have questions or
require additional information, please contact the
Klamath County Planning Department at 541-8835121, option #4.
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onsite/Septic
DEPARTMENT

Exciting news for the
Onsite/Septic Division!
Sarah Hill tested for her
Environmental Health
Specialist registration in
early February. Check
out the Contractor's
Corner (page 9) for more
details about Sarah and
her journey into the
world of soil.

New OAR (Oregon Administrative
Rules) will be updated with some
minor changes in the coming
months. The last update for
Onsite/Septic OARs was in
November 2017. Stay tuned for a
release date of the new OARs!

With the winter snow driving testing into
non-existence, you can expect that
testing opportunities will be picking up in
the near future. Typically, testing
opportunities pick up in April, but it of
course depends on the soil. Frozen soil is
not easily tested!
Also, Capping Fills are ONLY available
from June 1st to October 31st. Make sure
you're scheduling your Capping Fills
during this timeframe. If you snooze, you
lose until next year!
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CDD and the Building
Division are hiring Alevel Pluming and
Electrical inspectors.
Click here to learn
more!
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We promised there would be resources to help our customers schedule inspections
and we delivered. Check out the video on our website (click here). We sincerely
hope this information helps you schedule your inspection appointments easily and
efficiently!
We also added a new resources flyer for
people who find that they need help
ensuring their homes and septic systems
are up to building codes and DEQ
requirements. This year brought us a new
State Building Code cycle, and we've
noticed a need in our community for these
resources. Now, they're conveniently
located in one place; if you are in need of
help with your home, check out our
resources flyer here.

We spent part of our winter doldrums
working diligently to update our procedures
manuals, and the procedures themselves.
One exciting project we've updated and
revamped is our Master Electrical Permit
Program (MEPP). If you're already an MEPP
participant, or if you're interesting in joining
the program, contact our office at (541) 8835121 and ask for Rochelle. She can get you
started or provide updated information
about the program.

What else is new in Building? We've updated some of
our forms, including the Agriculture or Equine
Exemption Request (available here). It now includes
very important questions pertaining to electrical
systems in Ag/Equine structures.

building
DEPARTMENT

We'd also like to
congratulate Allan
Brown on his new
permanent role as
the Klamath County
Building Official.
Allan served as
Interim Building
Official for a brief
period before
securing the position
permanently, a
change from his
previous job as
Senior Plans
Examiner.
Way to go Allan!
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code
enforcement
A new - yet, also not new - change in Code Enforcement involved our Building
Code Enforcement officer, Earl Perry. Given his expertise in Land Use Code, Earl
took over those types of cases from the Code Enforcement team, allowing Gale
McMahon and Jason Adams to focus more on the nuisance side of the Klamath
County Code.

How are our Code Enforcement crew adjusting to life with less paper? While
there have been some growing pains, mostly involving back end app issues, our
three officers are gradually using the app more and more often.
The goal is to ensure they're using the app to enter cases, update case status,
and close compliant cases. The State ePermitting program asked if we would be
willing to share our experience with other users, as Klamath County can be a
great resource to other agencies wishing to implement the use of the phone app
for Code Enforcement.
Awesome job paving the way, Code Team!
A big thank you and
congratulations goes out to
Gale McMahon, who
announced his retirement
in May. Thanks for all you
do for the department
Gale!
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Klamath County Parks are gearing up for the picnic and recreation season. While it's
still a little frozen out there, hopefully you've been able to grab some stellar
landscape photos of your favorite Klamath County Park. If you have, submit it HERE!
We want to see your photos of your favorite Klamath County Parks.
Don't forget the numerous birdwatching, hiking, kayaking/canoeing, boating, fishing,
camping, and other outdoor activities you can enjoy at a Klamath County Park. A
complete list of the parks, their locations (including GPS coordinates if needed), their
amenities, and photos of the parks can be found on our website at
http://www.klamathcounty.org/195/Parks.
We hope you enjoy this fun park related crossword puzzle, in honor of our beloved
Klamath County Parks and Solid Waste Manager, who turned a certain age in
January of this year (it may or may not rhyme with brevity). All of the answers can be
found on our website!

PARKS
DEPARTMENT
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In years past, the United States sent its
recyclables to China, where workers
would sort the trash from the treasure and
create "clean" recyclable materials.

S O L I D
W A S T E
We take a
look back at
how recycling
was handled
in years past
as well as a
look to the
future of
recycling for
Klamath
County.

That's no longer an option. In 2018, China
restricted the amount and types of
recyclables they'll accept: virtually
nothing, as it turned out.
Many feel that an American problem
should have an American solution. Many
communities are doing their best to deal
with the recycling dilemma. Is the answer
to tell people, who've been coached for
decades to recycle, to cease their efforts?
Solid Waste Divisions across the country
are grappling with this question. Aside
from the high cost to the environment,
lack of recycling opportunities creates a
high cost monetarily, as well.

In 2019, Klamath County and others helped bring REACH Recycle
to fruition. If you're unfamiliar with REACH and the services they
provide, check out their website here.
How can you help? Sort your recyclables properly; pizza boxes, soy
sauce packets, and Dutch Bros cups are NOT recyclable! A
complete list is available on the REACH website listed above.
So don't despair, particularly you Gen X-ers who've been told to
Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle since childhood. China might be out of
the game, but our community is still in it to win it.
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Dear CDD,
I just bought a bare piece of land in Klamath County and installed a mail
box immediately. The post office says they won't deliver mail until I get an
address! When will you give me an address for my property?
Signed,
Middle of Nowhere, Oregon

Dear Middle,
Congratulations on your land purchase! You still have a ways to go before an
address is assigned, however. A mailbox isn't going to be enough to obtain
one of those. The Public Works Department (those keepers of the addresses)
has a handy reference on their website (accessible here). As always, the first
thing to do is come talk to our Planning Department rockstars. They'll get you
headed in the right direction. Let us know how much junk mail you receive
before you get your address, inquiring minds want to know!
Sincerely,
CDD

ASK

Dear CDD,
I am planning to live off the grid and want to install an
old propane tank I bought from the neighbors, in order
to use it for all my appliances. I think I can install it myself
with a backhoe. It's worth a shot, anyway, what's the
worst that can happen? Anyway, do I need a permit for
that or can I just get going on this project?
Signed,
Gonna Be a Gas Man

CDD

Dear Gas Man,
FULL STOP ON PROJECT GAS MAN! Only a licensed Liquefied Petroleum Gas
(LPG) installer can install a propane tank; they have the equipment, knowledge,
and experience needed for this type of project and can let you know if your
used tank is safe to use. Also, a mechanical permit will be required. Visit
our LPG webpage for a list of regional installers, or the Office of the State Fire
Marshal for a comprehensive list and overview of the LPG program
requirements.
Sincerely,
CDD
Do you have a question for CDD? Let us know!
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Soil. It's all around, lying around innocently on the ground,
supporting all our structures and feeling splendid when
squished between our toes.
Sarah Hill knows soil. Aside from her childhood in Mills
Addition, and her BA in Environmental Science from OIT, the
Klamath Falls native has deep roots in Klamath soil.

Sarah Hill is also a veteran of the US Army.
Her favorite food is tacos.

Sarah is our Onsite/Septic Division's Environmental Health
expert. In February, she studied for - and obtained - her
Environmental Health Specialist license, which will now allow
her to call all the shots; by that, we mean she can sign off on
inspections without a licensed EHS...because she'll be one.
But how did a small town girl like Sarah get to play in the dirt
for a living?

"Soil is an element we can't live without; it provides structure,
food...it's like water, or air. We can't live without it," says Sarah.
She was drawn to environmental sciences from her love of the
environment and her wish to help protect it in any way. "I wish
people understood that the laws I work under - DEQ laws - are
intended to help not only protect the environment, but also to
protect the health and safety of the public," she advises.
"That's the ultimate goal for me."

CONTRACTOR'S
Corner
Not that every day in CDD's Onsite/Septic Division is
unicorns and rainbows. Sarah is in a world that is
typically dominated by men. There aren't a lot of
women crawling around in test holes these days, but
hopefully, with role models like Sarah, that can change.
"Most of the pushback I receive is from male installers,"
she confided. How does she handle it?
"Education. I just provide DEQ information and the guidelines
they need to follow. There's no wiggle room; the rules aren't
different because they come through me, as a woman. I'm
just the conduit."
We're happy to have our conduit as a valued member of our
team. Thanks for playing in the dirt, Sarah!
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We hope you have enjoyed learning
about the projects and updates
we've been diligently working on
during the long winter months.
We've implemented changes to the
way we do things here in CDD that
will hopefully translate to more
efficient and helpful service to our
customers. We further hope that
some of our streamlined processes
also make navigating our website,
application process, and nuisance
complaints easier for our users.

In the months to come, stay tuned
for more 'how-to' videos, the
complete integration of phone app
case management in our Code
Enforcement department, and much
more. In the meantime, thanks for
reading our newsletter; stay tuned
for the next issue, due for publication
in early June.

Sincerely,

the Editor
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